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Speaking Up For Life
“So the next time you see some fading 
flowers, remember how short life is and 
then remember how eternal God’s Word is 
and pray, ‘Lord, more than anything else, 
help me uphold the truth of Your Word 
and the value You give to life.’” Rev. Dr. 
James I. Lamb, former executive director of 
Lutherans For Life 
“If anybody understands God’s ardor for 
His children, it’s someone who has rescued 
an orphan from despair, for that is what God 
has done for us. God has adopted you. God 
sought you, found you, signed the papers, 
and took you home.” Max Lucado, pastor 
and author
“We simply need to see no child as unwanted. 
We need to focus on others, rather than 
ourselves, and be open to visiting orphans—
that is, be open to wanting the ‘unwanted,’ 
helping the child in need. And it can start 
with just one. One life loved can make all 
the difference. After all, one life changed the 
entire world.” Dr. Alveda King, niece of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes

Life Newsbytes
The Obama administration is advancing a 
controversial new federal regulation that 
would bar states from defunding Planned 
Parenthood or other abortion providers 
…  The HHS (Health and Human Services) 
rule would bar states from denying Planned 
Parenthood millions of dollars in Title X 
family-planning funds based on any criteria 
“unrelated to the provider’s ability to provide 
the services required.” “Since 2011, 13 states 
have placed restrictions on or eliminated sub-
awards with specific types of providers,” the 
HHS wrote. “In at least several instances, this 
has led to disruption of services or reduc-
tion of services.” If adopted, the rule would 
formally codify the Obama administration’s 
interpretation of the law, which is hotly con-
tested by state officials and pro-life advocates 
alike. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) sent a letter to states in April 
that providing abortion-on-demand “neither 
disqualifies a provider from participating in 
the Medicaid program, nor is the provision 
of such services inconsistent with the best 
interests of the beneficiary.” (LifeSiteNews.com,  
9/7/16; CLR Life Wire, 9/8/16)
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Jean Garton – “Where There Is Life, There Is Hope” 
by Dave Andrusko (From LifeDate – Fall 2016)

Pro-life heroine Jean Garton, author of the pro-life classic Who Broke the Baby? reminded 
2016 NRLC Prayer Breakfast attendees, “the greatest friend of truth is time” and con-

gratulated pro-lifers for an unflagging devotion to the cause of life.
Garton spoke of historical examples where products were advertised as uniquely beneficial 
only to be shown to be uniquely detrimental to people’s health over time. So, too, with 
abortion, sold as a “solution” to a crisis pregnancy.
Mrs. Garton—shown here with Congressman Chris Smith (R-
NJ)—delighted the audience with anecdotes from her own family, 
demonstrating that while adults can pretend not to know the unborn 
is one of us, children know differently. Indeed, the origin of the title 
of Garton’s memorable book goes back to when her then-three-
year-old son walked into a room where Jean was reviewing slides 
of aborted babies. He asked, “Mommy, who broke the baby?”
She talked of the famous National Prayer Breakfast when Mother 
Teresa spoke truth to power—to an audience that included mem-
bers of the pro-abortion Clinton administration. The tiny nun said, 
“We are carved in the palm of His Hand, and the unborn child has 
been carved in the Hand of God from conception.”
Garton said, “We, too, have the opportunity to display that same moral courage Mother Te-
resa did when we vote this November.” The election “provides an opportunity to determine 
who will appoint the next Supreme Court Justices.”
She reminded us, “If unborn children are to be protected from death by abortion; if newborn 
handicapped children are to be protected from death by infanticide; if the elderly, the ‘non-
productive,’ the dependent are to be protected from death by euthanasia; and if the sanctity 
of life is to be affirmed and protected, then our voice is essential.”
Garton concluded with a story of a man who asked her why she did what she did. She 
responded with answers we all might offer up: she’s pro-life, abortion corrupts the whole 
culture even as it injures and maims women and men, and so forth.
Then when he repeated the question, Jean understood what he was really asking: Why was 
she personally traveling when she is nearly 88 to give speeches hundreds and thousands of 
miles from home and after devoting 47 years of her life to our movement.
“I am always fishing for brothers and sisters in the faith that we might strengthen one another 
and share our joy in the Lord,” she explained. And she added, “In the pro-life movement, 
I have the opportunity to meet the finest people throughout the world.” And finally, Jean 
said, “I do what I do because I cannot not do it.” We have been called to be salt and light 
by Jesus Himself, she reminded us, and “I’ve learned from Jesus that Christianity is not a 
spectator sport.”
Dr. Jean Garton was the first president of LFL and is a keynote speaker at the 2016 LFL 
National Conference, October 21-22, in Bloomington, Minnesota (www.lutheransforlife.
org/conference). The article is from National Right to Life News Today, 7/8/16. Used by 
permission.
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www.lutheransforlife.org/conference

For those who have 
had an abortion—there 
is a Word of Hope 
for broken hearts. Call 

888.217.8679 or go to  
www.word-of-hope.org. 


