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Speaking Up For Life
“We can’t stop all evil in this fallen world, 
but we can fight it in our own neck of the 
woods with love. Love never ends. Love 
can save lives. Love declares that there is 
no such thing as an unwanted child.” Dr. 
Alveda King, niece of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
“A just law is a man-made code that squares 
with the moral law of God. An unjust law is 
a code that is out of harmony with the moral 
law.” Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King in “Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail” 
“Roe is a radical decision and a legally 
indefensible one. But what really makes 
Roe unbearably wrong is its consequences. 
The result of Roe and Doe has been the 
legally authorized killing of nearly 60 
million Americans since 1973. Roe v. 
Wade authorized unrestricted private 
violence against human life on an almost 
unimaginable scale, and did so, falsely, in 
the name of the Constitution.” Michael 
Stokes Paulsen, University of St. Thomas, 
St. Paul, Minnesota
www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes

Life Newsbytes
A new national poll finds that a majority of 
Americans support shifting funding away 
from Planned Parenthood to community 
health centers that don’t do abortions. 
Robert Morris University conducted an ex-
tensive poll to discover the pro-life climate 
in the nation, gender and class differences 
in pro-life views, attitudes on supporting 
Planned Parenthood funding, and the level 
of awareness of the existence of the under-
cover videos. The survey, conducted October 
10-15, 2015, in the aftermath of the Planned 
Parenthood videos and in the midst of the 
Congressional budget debate, polled 1000 
people, and had a margin of error of +/- 3%. 
It revealed some striking results. All respon-
dents were asked which of three positions 
on abortion best reflected their own personal 
view: 21.1% responded as “pro-life” and 
opposed to all abortions; 32.4% responded 
as opposed to abortions except for the excep-
tions of rape, incest, and the mother’s health. 
(Live Action News, 12/14/15; CLR LifeWire, 12/15/15) 
On December 11, 2015, the CDC released 
new numbers showing a 35% decline in 
US abortions between 1990 and 2010, to 
17.7 abortions per 1,000 women between 
ages 15 and 44. This is the lowest America’s 
abortion rate has been since CDC abortion 
tracking began in 1976, three years after the 
Supreme Court legalized elective abortion 
nationwide in Roe v. Wade. (Live Action News, 
12/11/15; CLR LifeWire, 12/15/15)
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Promises, Promises, Promises by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

Promises, promises, promises—the airwaves over Iowa reverberate with one promise after 
another from one presidential candidate after another. Whether radio or TV, Republican 

or Democrat, most of the time I mute them, turn them off, or switch channels. (Although 
the latter most often results in more of the same!) Were all these promises to be fulfilled, 
unemployment would barely exist, the economy would become robust, the air cleaner, and 
medical costs lower. There would be peace in the Middle East, ISIS would be defeated, and 
racial tensions would be non-existent. All members of congress would “reach across the 
aisle,” pat each other on the back, and reach compromises that make everyone happy. I dare 
say, all of our cats and dogs would get along, and we would live happily ever after! Or not.

Promises, promises, promises—God’s holy Word abounds in them. One prophet after 
another, one writer after another was used by God’s Holy Spirit to pen promises from God. 
God’s promises do not purport to fix everything, just one thing: sin. They do not point to 
many things as a solution. They point to one person, Jesus, as the solution. An angel speaks 
to a virgin in Nazareth in fulfillment of a promise. A child is born in Bethlehem in fulfillment 
of a promise. The child is “God with us” in fulfillment of a promise. He would speak of the 
Kingdom of God, urge repentance of sins, and preach Good News to the poor in Fulfillment 
of promises. He would heal the sick, cast out demons, and raise the dead in fulfillment of 
promises. He would be despised and rejected; He would suffer and die, all in fulfillment of 
promises. He would rise again, ascend into heaven, and send His Holy Spirit to His people 
in fulfillment of promises. He will return again in fulfillment of a promise. When He does, 
cats and dogs may still not be getting along, but through faith in Jesus, we will truly live 
happily ever after. And that’s a promise!

If you think about it, Lutherans For Life is ultimately about living in God’s promises 
and pointing out those promises to others. In His promises we find the value of human life. 
In His promises we find meaning in suffering and purpose for every life regardless of cir-
cumstances. In His promises we find forgiveness for our failures and hope for our futures. 
In His promises we find strength to bear witness to Him and the understanding that even in 
(especially in?) our weaknesses, He works to bear witness to Himself. 

Thank you for trusting in and upholding God’s promises through your financial support 
of Lutherans For Life. Everyone at Lutherans For Life is grateful that we can do what we 
do because of people like you. And that’s a promise!

Source: www.lifenews.com/2015/01/21/57762169-abortions-in-america-since-roe-vs-wade-in-1973
Source: abortionno.org; National Right to Life
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