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Lutherans For Life – Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life

Speaking Up For Life
“It can never be in society’s best interests 
that anyone should be killed because they 
are ill, or that the health service should be 
turned into a death service … [W]hatever 
public opinion may say, doctors have an 
overriding duty to an ethical code that says 
‘first do no harm.”’ Melanie Phillips, British 
columnist

Life Newsbytes
A new Pew Research poll finds most U.S. 
adults agree that abortion is a moral issue. 
By contrast, Americans do not view stem 
cell research or in vitro fertilization (IVF) as 
much of a moral issue as they do abortion.
When asked about the issues of abortion, 
embryonic stem cell research, non-
embryonic stem cell research and the use 
of IVF from a moral standpoint, 49 percent 
said they personally consider abortion to be 
morally wrong. Nearly one quarter (23%) 
said they do not consider having an abortion 
to be a moral issue, and 15 percent consider 
abortion as morally acceptable. Asked 
whether embryonic stem cell research for 
medical purposes was morally acceptable, 
more than one-third of U.S. adults (36%) 
said they do not consider such medical 
research to be a moral issue. About two in 
five (42%) said the same about research that 
does not involve human embryos. Of those 
surveyed, about a third of Americans said 
they personally view IVF or either form of 
stem cell research as a morally acceptable 
practice. (Live Action News, 8/14/13; CLR Life 
News, 8/16/13)

Lori Trinche, LFL’s  Mission & Ministry 
Coordinator, would love to hear from 
you! Lori’s focus is helping, guiding, and 
mentoring our frontline (Renewal For Life® 
congregations, Life Teams, Life Ministry 
Coordinators, Chapters, and Federations). 
Give her a call at 888.364.LIFE or e-mail 
ltrinche@lutheransforlife.org to learn more.

2013 National 
Lutherans For Life Conference

November 8-9

Urbandale, Iowa (Des Moines)

Rev. Matt Harrison • Linda Bartlett 
Steve Deace • Rev. Dr. James Lamb 
Laura Davis • Jenny Farrell • Rev. 

Peter Preus • John Talley • Chris Lamb 
John Eidsmoe • Rev. Doug Merkey

We hope you can join us in November for 
a great time of education and fellowship! 
Register online at: 

www.lutheransforlife.org/conference

L.I.F.E. • Living in Faith Everyday.
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Thank You Owen by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

Many of you know that I do not hesitate to speak about our grandchildren. We have 
another, Owen James Lamb, son of Heather and Aaron. Unfortunately, Owen only 

lived for twenty-one weeks in the womb. He developed a tumor nearly as large as he was 
that required pre-natal surgery. But the tumor was so invasive and vascular that his little 
heart finally gave out. 

We are thankful for the surgical team who cared for Heather and Owen. They always 
treated him as the little human person he was. They referred to him as the “baby,” and, when 
they found out his name, as Owen. He received sedation for his surgery through his mom 
and was given pain medication directly. He was given meds to try and stabilize his heart. 
Chest compressions were performed for twenty minutes before giving in to the inevitable.

A nurse washed Owen and placed him in a tiny receiving blanket with one of those little 
preemie stocking caps on his head. He was brought to Aaron as we waited for Heather to 
arrive in the recovery room. After awhile, he gave our little grandson to me. Owen was as 
warm as the tears running down our cheeks—and very cute if you don’t mind me saying. 
I pulled back the blanket a bit and held his little hand. His fingers were very long, slender, 
and delicate. His legs, too, were quite long. He would have been an NBA star I’m sure.

I have held up the twenty-week Touch of Life fetal model hundreds of times over the 
years to show high school students seated in an auditorium or pre-school students sitting 
on a floor. I will never hold it the same way again. Over the years I know I have grown 
numb to the reality of who that model represents. Thank you, Owen, for bringing that real-
ity back to me. Thank you, Owen, for restoring in me a sense of urgency about what we do 
at Lutherans For Life. 

As I was tucking Owen back into his blanket, I had to lift one of his arms to position it 
properly. I suddenly found myself weeping for other “Owens,” those who had such arms 
torn from his or her tiny body in an abortion because of a culture that says, “It’s good.” “It’s 
your right.” “You really have no other choice.” Thank you, Owen, for reminding me again 
of the horribleness of abortion.

Soon after, one of the doctors came in, put his arm around Aaron, and said, “You know, 
the guy I believe in knows what it’s like to lose a Son.” Yes, He does! And He knows what 
it is like to receive a son back through resurrection. Because of that we can all face whatever 
circumstances in our lives with a living hope (1 Peter 1:3).

I am grateful that the Lord allowed me to touch you, Owen. But please know you touched 
me in ways that perhaps I will be able to share with you someday in the resurrection. Thank 
you, Owen. 

Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended, By His Angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest.

(I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb, LSB 740)

My family would like to thank the Lutherans For Life family for their gracious support 
during this time.
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