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The Basics of Lutherans For Life

Our Mission: Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-
motivated voices For Life.

Our Vision: Every Lutheran congregation upholding
the God-given value of human life and influencing
society to do the same.

Structure and Relationships

A local chapter is a local organization that has been
chartered by National Lutherans For Life. The chap-
ter is formally associated with and subject to, but not
a part of, the corporation known as Lutherans For
Life, Inc.

A state federation is an organization that has been
chartered by Lutherans For Life, Inc. in a state
where there are at least five chartered chapters. In

a state where a state federation exists, the chapters
also become affiliated with the state federation. This
occurs automatically at the same time a chapter
becomes chartered by Lutherans For Life, Inc. These
relationships are basically the same whether or not
the chapter is incorporated. Thus, Lutherans For Life
consists of a network of individual entities formally
associated with each other.

Membership Information

All officers of State Federations and Chapters and
Life Ministry Coordinators must be members in good
standing of Lutheran congregations and members of
National Lutherans For Life.

Membership contributions are divided among the
national organization, state federation, and local
chapter if it is chartered.

Chapters that wish to include a membership form in
newsletters or correspondence are asked to maintain
the form and information provided by the national
office.

The local chapter may not establish its own member-
ship program since LFL has a “unified membership”
program. When sending a membership form to the
national office, make sure the chapter name and
number, if chartered, is written on the form in the
space provided. This will assure that the state federa-
tion and local chapter receive the proper remittance
payment.

Membership Classifications
Annual Membership

e Annual members join by making a membership
donation accompanied by a completed copy of
the membership form (or by joining online).

e Annual memberships run from July 1 through
June 30. New memberships will expire on June
30 of the year following the initial membership
donation.

e An annual membership drive will begin in May
of each year. Current members will receive re-
newal information at that time. The membership
drive will also encourage new memberships,
although they will be accepted at any time of the
year.

Sponsor Membership

e Sponsor members pledge to contribute a certain
amount each month and to pray regularly for
Lutherans For Life.

e Sponsor members receive a monthly letter from
the executive director.

e Sponsor members are asked to renew their
monthly pledge each year as part of the annual
membership drive.

The Remittance Program of LFL

All MEMBERSHIP donations are shared with the
chartered state federation and/or local chapter to
which the particular members may belong. The
membership donations are divided as follows:

Annual Memberships:

e 20% goes to the local chapter (If there is no local
chapter this 20% goes to the state federation.)

e 20% goes to the state federation

e 60% remains at national

Sponsor Memberships:

® 1/12 goes to the local chapter (If there is no local
chapter this 1/12 goes to the state federation.)

e 1/12 goes to the state federation

e 10/12 remains at national
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News and Notes

A

e Our new Mission & Ministry Coordinator, Lori Trinche, would love
to hear from you! Her focus is helping, guiding, and mentoring our
frontline (Renewal For Life® congregations, Life Teams, Life Ministry
Coordinators, chapters, and state federations). You can contact Lori
at ltrinche@lutheransforlife.org or 888.364.LIFE. Lori says she looks
forward to “serving the Lord with gladness and a willing heart in my
new home!”

e Online Registration Is Open! The 2013 National Lutherans For Life conference is
set for November 8-9 in Urbandale (Des Moines), lowa. There will be a pre-conference
workshop with Pastor Doug Merkey for our frontline workers (you!). This workshop
will be a time of encouragement, sharing, and education for the “hands and feet” of LFL!
Other speakers include: Steve Deace, nationally syndicated radio talk show host; Rev.
Matt Harrison, president of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; Linda Bartlett, Titus 2
for Life and past president of Lutherans For Life; Jenny Farrell on post-abortion healing;
Rev. Peter Preus on dealing with suicide; John Talley on religious freedom; Chris Lamb
on protecting you and your family when dealing with the online world; Laura Davis on
L.ILF.E. with youth; Rev. Dr. James 1. Lamb on L.I.F.E. around the world.

Go to www.lutheransforlife.org/conference to learn more and to find downloadable
resources to help promote the conference including a sponsorship form, bulletin insert,
and poster—also include in this edition of Directions.

e Links, links, and more links. On our Links page (www.lutheransforlife.org/life-issues/
links) we feature many wonderful ministries and organziations that can provide you with
even more information and ideas about life issues. While Lutherans For Life does not
necessarily endorse all the statements on these websites we have found them to be helpful
and informative. Check it out! Recent additions to the list include Autism Speaks, Autism
Research Institute, and Lifesong for Orphans.

e NEW! LifeFlix (www.lutheransforlife.org/media/lifeflix) offers you a way to
access some of the many excellent, informative, and uplifting pro-life movies and
documentaries that are now available. We hope to expand the library as funds allow.
Find out how it works at www.lutheransforlife.org/media/lifeflix!

o Life Sunday 2014 will be here before you know it! The theme is L.I.F.E. - Living In
Faith Everyday.

e Attention Thrivent Members! LFL is a Thrivent Choice Dollars Grant Funds
Recipient Organization. To learn more go to the Give page at www.lutheransforlife.
org.
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National Lutherans For Life Staff

Rev. Dr. James 1. Lamb — Executive Director

Scott Licht — National Director

Lowell J. Highby — Director of
Communications

Kay Meyer — Director of Development

Lori Trinche — Mission & Ministry
Coordinator

Laura Davis — Development Counselor and
Director of Y4Life

James P. Schroeder — Christian Estate
Planning Counselor

Trisha Adams — Business Manager and
National Conference Director

Jerilyn Richard — Data Analyst

Kim Nessa — RFL Administrative Assistant

Katie Friedrich — Office Assistant

National LFL Board of Directors

Diane Schroeder, President — Lombard,
Illinois

Rod Rathmann, Vice-President — Eureka,
Missouri

Rev. Evan McClanahan, Secretary — Houston,
Texas

Rich Greiner, Treasurer — Dansville, Michigan

Keith Alabach, State Representative — Marion,
Indiana

Lynette Auch, State Representative —
Lesterville, South Dakota

Jamilyn Clausing, — Garden Prairie, Illinois

John Eidsmoe — Pike Road, Alabama

Karen Frohwein — State Representative — State
Center, lowa

Renee Gibbs — Saint Louis, Missouri

Rev. Everette E. Greene — Cincinnati, Ohio

Stephenie Hovland — Green Bay, Wisconsin

Gary Mrosko — Faribault, Minnesota

Rev. David R. Patterson — Toronto,
South Dakota

Renewal For Life® Regional Director
Jean Amundson, Texas — Cleburne

State Federation Presidents

Deb Lakamp, Illinois — East Peoria

Keith Alabach, Indiana — Marion

Karen Frohwein, Iowa — State Center
Jeanne Mackay, Kansas — Lenexa

Connie Davis, Michigan — Macomb
Diane Albers, Missouri — Saint Louis
Helen Lewis, Montana — Great Falls

Bob Saeger, Nebraska — Waco

Jolene Richardson, North Dakota — Fargo
Lynette Auch, South Dakota — Lesterville
Paula Oldenburg, Wisconsin — Rhinelander

Lutherans For Life
1120 South G Avenue
Nevada, IA 50201-2774

info@lutheransforlife.org
www.lutheransforlife.org
888.364.LIFE or 515.382.2077

Fax 515.382.3020

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®.
Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NASB) taken from the New
American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

The Consequences of Roe v. Wade
54,559,615 total USA abortions since 1973

Based on numbers reported by the Guttmacher Institute 1973-2008, with estimates of 1,212,400 for 2009-2011. GI
estimates a possible 3% under reporting rate, which is factored into the total.

Source: National Right to Life, 1/12
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Living in Faith Everyday ¢ National Lutherans For Life Conference
November 8-9, 2013 ¢ Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale, Iowa

“And his mevcy is for those who fear him from genevation to genevation” (Luke 1:50).

The 2013 LFL conference registration site went live Friday, June 7! Find it on our
website at: www.lutheransforlife.org/conference/

This year, there will be no printed conference book as such, but materials in a folder.
Consequently, there will be no Withess Messages, but “sponsorships” instead. There
are four sponsor levels from bronze to platinum. And as always, there is an opportunity
to earn a free conference registration! Earn one complimentary conference registration
with every $750 of sponsorships and /or donations turned in by an individual, LFL Life
Team, chapter, or congregation; $1000 for a state affiliate.

Our conference will be hosted by Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 8301 Aurora Avenue,
Urbandale, Iowa 50322. The conference hotels are about four miles away, so we're
working on transportation logistics for those of you who will fly into Des Moines. Contact
Trisha Adams for more information: tadams@Ilutheransforlife.org or 888.364.5433.

Conference hotels: Comfort Suites at Living History Farms (11167 Hickman Road,
Urbandale; 515.276.1126), Sleep Inn at Living History Farms (11211 Hickman Road,
Urbandale; 515.270.2424) and at the Wildwood Lodge (11431 Forest Avenue, Clive;
515.222.9876). The conference room rate at all three hotels is $89.00. Reserve your
rooms early! To obtain the group rate, mention you will be attending the Lutherans For
Life Conference.

There are bulletin inserts and a small poster included for you, as well as a "minute-
man” talk you can use to promote the conference in your congregation and chapter
meetings.

We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines this fall—we have a great line up
of speakers and a variety of topics to interest and educate you as we experience
L.I.F.E.—Living in Faith Everyday!

Trisha Adams
National Conference Director
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Living in Faith Everyday ¢ National Lutherans For Life Conference
November 8-9, 2013 ¢ Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale, Iowa

“And his mevcy is for those who fear him from genevation to genevation” (Luke 1:50).

LFL National Conference “"Minute-man” Script

Greetings, I'm and I want to speak to you very briefly
about LIFE! That can be an acronym you know. L.I.F.E.—Living in Faith
Everyday. That is the theme of this year’s Lutherans For Life Conference to
be held November 8-9 in Des Moines, IA. Conference speakers like LCMS
president Rev. Matthew Harrison, radio personality Steve Deace, and LFL's
executive director, Dr. James Lamb, will focus on "“Living in Faith Everyday in
the Church” and “Living in Faith Everyday in the World.” There will be many
other presenters giving practical ways to be strengthened in our faith and in
living our faith.

We live in a time when the Church is losing its influence on the world and the
world is increasing its influence on the Church. Living in Faith Everyday is
needed now more than ever.

So I invite you to come and be equipped for L.I.F.E.—Living in Faith
Everyday. Learn ways you can help reverse the flow of influence and make
a difference in the Church and in the world through the life-giving and life-
changing message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Again, that’s the LFL national conference in Des Moines, IA November 8-9,
2013. For more information please contact
or go to LFL's website, www.lutheransforlife.org/conference.

Thank you and may the Lord of Life be with you.
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Living in Faith Everyday ¢ National Lutherans For Life Conference
November 8-9, 2013 e Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale, Iowa

“And his mevcy is for those who fear him from genevation to genevation” (Luke 1:50).

Sponsorship Donation Form

In lieu of Witness Messages in a conference book, and to curb printing costs, we are
offering sponsorship opportunities to chapters, federations, Life Teams, LMCs, churches,
families, and individuals. Sponsorship gifts will be listed in the conference folder.

Sponsorship levels:
O Bronze $50
O Silver $100
O Gold $250
O Platinum $500

If you wish to make this sponsorship in honor or memory of a person or event, please
indicate this information below.

in honor of in memory of  Name:

Earn one complimentary conference registration with every $750 of sponsorships
and/or donations turned in by an individual, LFL Life Team, chapter, or congregation;
$1000 for a state affiliate.

Nome — =
Address Ommw O O Iﬂm
City, State, Zip Amount $
Telephone
E-mail Credit Card #
Payment information/total amount enclosed: $

Exp. Date __ Phone:

[0 Check (made payable to Lutherans For Life) or [ Credit Card

Please return this form with your check or credit card information in the enclosed envelope .
to: Lutherans For Life, 1120 South G Avenue, Nevada, IA 50201-2774. Signature

Month / Year







2013 National Luthe
NOVember 8-9

‘Our theme is L.LE.E. L1v1ng in Falth Everyday**

REGISTER ONLINE: www. Iutheransforllfe org/conference

“And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.”
(Luke 1:50)
How do we live out our biblically-based, For Life convictions in this culture? Our 2013

National Lutherans For Life Conference will help you do that as we focus on L.I.LF.E.—Living
in Faith Everyday.

Scheduled speakers:
e Steve Deace - Nationally syndicated radio talk show host
e Rev. Matt Harrison - President, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
e Linda Bartlett - Titus 2 for Life
e Jenny Farrell on post-abortion healing
e Rev. Peter Preus on dealing with suicide
* John Talley on religious freedom
e Chris Lamb on protecting you and your family when dealing with the online world
e Laura Davis on L.I.LF.E. with youth
e Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb on end-of-life and L.I.F.E. around the world







pom a3
punore ‘g’ 1"1 PUet JI-JO-PUd UO quIeT ‘T SdWe( I ‘A e
YINOA YIM " ] UO SIAR(] BIN®] e

P[IOM UI[UO U3 [IIM
Sureop uoym AJwej oA pue noA unoajoid uo quie  SUYD) e

WOPIAIJ SNOISI[I UO AJ[[e], UYO[ e
IpIMS YIIM SUIEIP UO SNAIJ 1919 AN e
Sureoy uonioqe-isod Uo [[o1re Auud[ e
SPGB = JASTRE) WUl O
pouAg
LINOSSIA-Y2INY) UBIdINT QUIPISAIJ - UOSLLIBH 1B A e
150U MOUS Y[el OIPEI PIILIIPUAS AJ[RUODEN] - DBI(] 2A91S o

:10QUIDAON] U st urof 01 panpayds
s1oped] doysylom pue s1oyeads [nIopuom dl JO dWOS I I

‘KepAIoAq yare ur SUIArT—H '] UO Snd0J o se Jeyy op noA djoy
[[IA 9DUDIJUOY) JIT JO SURIIINT [BUODEBN] €T ()C INQ ¢2IMIND SId
Ul SUONDIAUOD JIT 10 ‘PIseq-AJ[ed1[qiq JNO INO JAI] IM Op MOF]

(0S:T N]) UOHEBIIUIF 0} UOIBIIUIS WOIJ
Wiy JedJ oYM ISOY3 JOJ ST AdIoUI SIY puy,,

_AepAIoag yired U SUIAFT o HETT STOWRYS O

§>OH J?ﬁﬂw@u D
a&#&zﬁ%ﬂ wioﬁu

I9WIDAON e 00:0..3:00

pliom a3
punore "'’ 171 PUe JI-JO-pud UO qUIBT ' SOWE[ I(] AN e
InoA M " [T UO SIAR(] BIN®] e

P[IOM JUI[UO U3 [IIM
Sureop uoym AJwej oA pue noA 3unoaoid uo quie  SUYD) e

WOPIAIJ SNOISI[I UO AJ[[e], UYO[ e
IpIMS YIIM SUI[EIP UO SNAIJ 1919 A e
Sureoy uonioqe-isod Uo [[o1re Auud[ e
SPGB = JASTRE) WUl O
pouAg
LINOSSIA-U2INY) URIIINT QUIPISAILJ - UOSLLIBH 1IB]N AN e
1SOY MOUS Y[el OIPEI PIILIIPUAS A[[RUODEN] - DBI(] 2A1S o

:10QUIDAON] U st utof 01 panpayds
s1oped] doysylom pue s1oyedads [njIopuom dl JO SWOS I I

‘KepAIoAq yare ul SUIArT— J ' [T UO Snd0J am se Jeyy op noA djoy
[[IA 9DUIJUOD) JIT JO SURIIINT [BUODEBN] €T () INQ ¢2ININD SId
Ul SUONDIAUOD JI] 10 ‘PIseq-A[[ed1[qiq JNO INO JAI] IM Op MOF]

(0S:T N]) UOPEBIIUIS 0} UOIBIIUIS WOIJ
Wiy JedJ oYM ISOY3 J0J ST AdIoUI SIY puy,,

_AepAIoag yired U SUIAFT o FET7T STOWRYS QO

§>OH ‘Qrepueqa D
a&#&zﬁ%ﬂ wio_mu._

I9WIDAON e CRITEYEI o







Directions - Lutherans For Life « Bible Studies

Fish Stories

Inspiration for this Bible study may have come from a recent fishing
trip to Cannon Lake in Minnesota. But I will not bore you with
pictures (well, maybe one) or with stories of three and four pound
Walleye and even larger Northern.

But let’s compare two fish stories in the Bible.

The Stories
Read Luke 5:1-11 and John 21:1-14. Listen for similarities and differences as you do.

The Comparison

The Context — 5:1-5 and 21:1-3, 14 — This is very important. When in Jesus’ ministry did
each take place? Point out other similarities/differences.

The Catch — 5:4-6 and 21:4-6, 11 — Why did these seasoned fisherman cast out their nets one
more time even after fishing all night and catching nothing? The answer is profoundly simple
and the same in each incident. Other similarities? Differences? Comment on how Proverbs
3:5-6 relates to this.

The Response of Peter — 5:8 and 21:7 — This is the most important comparison in these fish
stories. The responses are completely opposite—“Depart from me.” Vs. “Can’t wait to get to
you!” What would account for this drastic difference? (Remember the context!)

In light of this, compare these sets of verses: Isaiah 64:6 and Isaiah 1:18 ; Romans 5:1 and
Romans 5:10.

The Aftermath — 5:9-11 and 21:12-14 — Discuss the similarities and differences of “following
Jesus” and “having breakfast with Jesus”?

The Application

Discuss how these fish stories may help us For Life folks in
dealing with: (1) the unmarried pregnant teen, (2) the post-
abortive woman or man, (3) those who feel they have no worth,
(4) families experiencing guilt or uncertainty about end-of-life
decisions.

Now go around the room and everyone share their favorite fish
story!
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Real Estate for Life, Thrivent Choice Dollars®—and more!
by Kay L. Meyer, director of development for Lutherans For Life

Real Estate for Life
Do you know about this new way to raise support for LFL? We encourage LFL chapters and
Renewal For Life leaders to help us promote this at congregations and to your members.

If you are getting ready to move, consider Real Estate for Life. They make it easy for you to
support Lutherans For Life by using funds a real estate company has already earmarked for
commission fees at no additional cost to you. An example: When you call them and later close
on a $150,000 home, Lutherans For Life will receive approximately $1,000. Make sure you call
Real Estate for Life first, before you call a real estate company. Real Estate for Life will make
the necessary arrangements with you to market your home no matter where you live. Spanning
most nations worldwide, their network of real estate agents are experienced and have a proven
track record. In addition, these agents are committed to upholding the Gospel of Life.

For more information, call 877.543.3871, email proliferealestate@yahoo.com, or go to www.
lutheransforlife.org/real-estate-for-life.

Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars Update

Since Thrivent Choice Dollars® has been approved to support Lutherans For Life through
Choice Dollars over $12,000 has been donated by individual members of LFL who have
designated their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to LFL. If you haven’t yet designated Choice Dollars
to support LFL you can still do so. Learn how at www.lutheransforlife.org/give/. Thank you for
supporting LFL through your Thrivent Choice Dollars®!

LFL Conference Meal Sponsorships

Currently we are inviting donors to sponsor the pastors’ luncheon and banquet at the LFL fall
conference with a gift of $500 or more. Your gift will be recognized at the conference in the
publicity folder and at the meal. If you are interested in learning more, please contact kmeyer@
lutheransforlife.org or 515.441.6571.

Little Things LFL Volunteers and Supporters Do Change Hearts and Lives

I was an exhibitor at a national conference. A woman told me, “There was a poster of how babies
develop and grow in the womb at our congregation. A woman who was there for a wedding saw
it and later called the number on it. Because of that poster and telephone call she decided to

keep her baby. Today that child is a beautiful 3-year old.” She continued, “Keep up your work

to be a Gospel-motivated voice for life. You never know who will see the posters, brochures and
resources.”

An LFL volunteer shared, “I had a friend who told me she was pregnant and was thinking about
an abortion. [ ordered resources for her from LFL. She read the material and decided not to get

the abortion. Praise God for your resources that help save the lives of babies!”

So often LFL volunteers tell me, “I really don’t do much.” I want to tell each of you, “It is the
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little things that you do day after day, week after week and month after month that are changing
people’s hearts and lives. Just keep doing what you’re doing and pray for the Lord to change
people’s hearts and lives.”

Review of Living in Financial Victory by Tony Evans. Recently I read the book Living in
Financial Victory written by Tony Evans. The following is a summary of what you will find in
this book published by Moody Books:

A life of financial victory can be yours—by following biblical principles of
stewardship. “Stewardship? What’s that got to do with me?”” you might ask. Tony
Evans explains that all we think we own really belongs to God. And when we
think of “our” money that way, we can learn to be good stewards, or managers, of
what God has entrusted to us. Living in Financial Victory lays out how we should
approach the vital topic of money in the areas of stewardship. I would encourage
you to take the journey through this concise and practical book. Tony Evans is
pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, Texas, and the former chaplain

of the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys. He is presently the chaplain of the NBA’s Dallas
Mavericks and host of The Alternative, a radio program.
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Stories of Encouragement from our Frontline
How can we make a transformational difference in the lives of others?

An Adoption Initiative

This edition’s story comes to us from Delores Desemone, chapter president of LFL of St. Charles
County, Missouri, #337. Delores writes about the amazing work of God through a special
adoption initiative they sponsored.

A young lady our chapter helped six years ago has come back into our lives. She
was looking for foster care for her children as her living situation wasn’t safe. My
husband and I have unofficially been serving as foster parents for her five year
old, two year old, and three month old. We just got them placed with a family
from Immanuel Lutheran Church, St. Charles—and the children are excited to be
learning about Jesus!

In 2010 Pastor Schmieding, one of the 12 pastors our chapter works with (who
has a story of his own as he is a tongue cancer survivor), approached our board,
saying he wanted to do something BIG for Life Sunday in January of 2011—
would we team with him?

We jumped on board and began to pray about what we could do. Soon after that
meeting with him, we learned the pregnancy center is St. Louis was looking

to purchase a mobile center to be on site outside Planned Parenthood, the only
abortion provider still open in our state. We saw pictures of the center they hoped
to purchase and thought this might be just the project for us ... An opportunity
for a woman headed to get an abortion to see her child ... So we talked to the
pregnancy center about helping. They were excited, and purchased bottles for us
to distribute.

Everyone at the 12 area congregations and schools were really excited—we had to
purchase more bottles. After three weeks we had raised $33,000. We presented it
to them at a worship service at Lutheran High—ALL PRAISE AND GLORY BE
TO GOD!!

After that wonderful opportunity to watch God’s people respond to a real “LIFE”
need, Pastor Schmieding suggested we take a year off and then do another similar
fundraiser ... within our local churches promoting adoption.

In 2012 we started planning that event. Our chapter established an adoption
initiative committee to work under the board. We had many meetings and
researched adoption and all the helps here in our community. I remembered Renee
Gibbs [a national Lutherans For Life board member] telling me about a ministry
named Lifesong (www.lifesongfororphans.org). She told me they gave financial
help to families who were adopting ... they have helped us very much—we are
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teaming with them to manage the finances of this project.

We also worked with another local ministry trying to promote adoption and
foster care within churches. They allowed us to borrow portraits of children who
were available for adoption within our state. We displayed those portraits in our
churches for several weeks while we introduced the adoption initiative plan and
suggested people gather their change. We worked with the church contact—a
lay person who works closely with LFL as we do each project, to be sure it is
followed up on in their congregation. We visited each pastor along with the
church contact from his congregation and asked for their support. We spoke to
each principal at the Lutheran elementary schools and the high school. We talked
to the deaconess at the Lutheran Senior Center—all were excited. We passed out
1,500 baby bottles on Life Sunday and watched God work in His people!!

We had stories of children going home and emptying their piggy banks into baby
bottles so a child could have a “Forever Family.” The people at the senior center
were all putting their bingo money in the bottles. One little girl told all her friends
not to bring birthday gifts but to bring the money they would spend on a gift for
her. She put it in a baby bottle and gave it to us. It was nearly $100. We are still
receiving baby bottles as some people didn’t want to return it until they filled it.
One bottle had a check for $600. Thrivent Financial matched $500. As I write this,
we have raised over $30,000. On April 10", we hosted a praise and informational
dinner to thank the church contacts for all their labors and to invite people
interested in learning more about adoption/foster care. Debbie Schallom from
LFCS was our guest speaker. Pastor Schmieding led us in time of praise. We had
five couples attend who wanted to learn more about adoption. They were from
four different congregations. We got them connected with people—their church
contacts and others—from their congregations so they would have support as they
walk the long adoption path. We had people who have adopted speak briefly about
their experiences. It was a very positive encouraging evening!!
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Equipping Student Leaders For Life

by Laura Davis, development counselor and director of Y4Life

One of the questions I am most frequently asked by adults during my work
for Y4Life is “how do we get young people more involved in our life team/
chapter, etc.?”

As I learn more about youth life teams and student life groups, I have
learned that this may be the wrong question. While an intergenerational life

ministry is certainly a wonderful goal and something we are striving toward,

when it comes to equipping the next generation, the question I have been

l asking myself is “how do we equip young people to be leaders in their own
context?”

To answer this question, I look to my own development as an advocate for life. What helped
shape my decisions and who was influential in guiding me toward a more active role? By
examining my own experiences, the things that were most important to my development as a
leader were the people in my life, in particular, the mentors who took the time to encourage me
in my growth in Christ and in the life movement.

Mentorship was the key component in my leadership development. Any student (or adult) can go
to a workshop and learn about the top ten characteristics of a leader or whatever new leadership
fad is being promoted these days. From my experience, however, I learned to be a leader by
learning from leaders. It started with the leadership in my home—my parents. Both my mother
and father were wonderful examples of Christian leadership and they were active in teaching my
siblings and me about Christ’s love for us and how we can show that love to others. They led by
example and I will always be thankful for the lessons they taught me.

I was also blessed to have strong mentors at church, men and women who invested time in
building a relationship with me, teaching me, and praying for me. I remember my youth leader
in high school going above and beyond to help me through my difficult teenage years. I am now
blessed to have him as my pastor. I also became so close with a woman who was my mother’s
best friend and a leader in our congregation that I now consider her a second mother to me. I
have gone to her more times than I can remember with questions about life, faith, and family.
She encouraged me in my decision to serve the Lord outside of the traditional church worker
context. Without their support, I would not be where I am today.

When I first got involved with Lutherans For Life, it was the relationships I developed with staff
and fellow board members that made coming to work for LFL the easiest decision I have ever
made. I didn’t even have to think about it! And all throughout this first year, it has been those
relationships, those mentors, who have taught me more than I could imagine and encouraged me
through the good and the bad times. I thank God everyday to have such people in my life.

Mentorship is something you can start right now. If you are a parent, you are probably already
doing this with your children. But, beyond your own home, this is something that you as a life
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team or chapter or even an individual can be involved in now. Is there a student life team at

your local university or high school? How can you mentor their leaders? What services can

you provide them as they serve their school? Is there a young person at your church who seems
passionate about life? Take the time to personally invite them to activities or to the LFL National
Conference or even just to lunch. It is amazing what a personal invitation will do. My generation

learns and grows through relationships. I know I did. By building these relationships you are
building life leaders.

n Published June 2013



Directions « Lutherans For Life « Development

Wish List

We want to share with you our “Wish List.” Most of these items are not included in our annual
budget. Please prayerfully consider how you could support one of the projects. A gift of any
amount is welcome. We also encourage you to organize a fund-raising project with your Bible
study, state federation, chapter, Life Team, or another group from your congregation to assist us.

I —
Repaving the LFL National Life Center Parking Lot e —

Estimated cost: $75,000
This is not a “glamorous” project, but the parking lot
definitely needs attention!

LFL Teaching For Life® Expansion

Geaching Feor Life®

LFL is in the process of expanding the Teaching For Life® resources to include life studies for
youth, an online course, and Sunday school curriculum. We currently have an amazing group of
educators working on this project. Your designated financial support for this project is very much
needed!

Estimated cost: $10,000

LFL National Conference Scholarships
LFL ofters scholarships to youth and church workers so that they can attend our annual LFL
conference. Your gift can support this project.

Estimated cost: $250 per person

When you send your donation, please let us know which of the above projects you are giving a

gift to support. Let us know if you need more information. We would welcome the opportunity to
visit with you.
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Speakers Bureau

Do you need a speaker? Lutherans For Life will work with you to help meet your needs for

a speaker at a rally, convention, Bible study, worship service, public or parochial school,
college/university, or at a workshop/seminar. A variety of formats are available from a single
presentation or sermon to a multi-day series of workshops. Dr. Lamb says, “These speakers not
only address a variety of life issues, but do so based on the Word of God.”

General speaker guidelines (may vary by individual):

e Airfare/Mileage: Actual airfare and/or current standard IRS mileage rate to airport
or event

e Lodging: Quiet, non-smoking hotel room

e Honorarium: Affiliated speakers for Lutherans For Life are not in a paid position.
Therefore, we ask that sponsoring groups provide an honorarium for affiliated
speakers. The sponsoring group determines the amount of the honorarium.
Honorariums depend on number of events. Honorariums begin at $200.

e Meals: $25 per day unless other arrangements are made

e Other: A lectern will be needed. A TV, video projector, DVD player, and/or an
overhead projector and screen may be needed.

Speakers:

James . Lamb (nationwide and Canada)

Jean Amundson (nationwide)

Linda D. Bartlett (nationwide)

Tracy L. Carmack (nationwide)

Rev. Paul M. Clark (nationwide)

Connie Davis (nationwide)

Daniel M. Domke (within five to six hours of Huron, South Dakota)
John Eidsmoe (nationwide)

Peter B. Greenspan (within two-three hours of Kansas City)
Anthony Horvath (nationwide)

Kimberly Ketola (nationwide)

Sheila Luck (nationwide)

Ryan C. MacPherson (within 150 miles of Mankato, Minnesota)
Betty McGuire (nationwide)

Allen Quist (within Minnesota and Iowa)

Russell E. Saltzman (nationwide)

Alvin J. Schmidt (nationwide and in Canada)

Carl F. Schroeder (nationwide)

Diane E. Schroeder (nationwide)

Francis W. Szarejko (nationwide)

Ed Szeto (nationwide)

Find out more about these speakers at www.lutheransforlife.org.
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Speaking Engagement Report Form

We appreciate the many hours our faithful grassroots workers contribute to sharing the For Life
message. If you or your state federation/chapter have the opportunity to speak on the life issues
in your community, please let us know! This information will help us as we look at our strategic
plan and determine the resources that are most needed to help you carry forth your mission for
life! Please return to the Life Center or e-mail jrichard@lutheransforlife.org.

Speaking Engagement Report Form

Speaker’s Name:

Location:

Date:

Topic of Presentation:

Audience presented to
(teens, adults, children,
etc):

Number of people in
attendance:

Resources used at pre-
sentation (DVD, bro-
chures, articles, etc):
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